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Leibniz and the Two Sophies is a critical edition of the philosophical cor-

respondence between the seventeenth-century philosopher, Gottfried Wil-
helm Leibniz, and his two royal patronesses, Electress Sophie of Hanover 
and her daughter, Queen Sophie Charlotte of Prussia. In his letters, 
Leibniz expounds upon such subjects as the nature and operation of the 
mind, innate knowledge, the afterlife, ethics, and human nature. The let-
ters of Sophie and Sophie Charlotte contain their only known philosophical 
writings, which offer valuable insight into their views and characters. Care-

fully translated from the original manuscripts in the Hanover archives, this 
volume presents the first English translation of all the philosophically im-
portant material from the two correspondences. The volume offers exten-
sive annotations, deletions, and marginalia from Leibniz’s various drafts. 
It also includes an introductory essay that provides context for the corre-

spondence and analyzes its main philosophical themes. 
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